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FOR ME 1987 was a vintage year for
airshows because the scale and variety
of the displays that were organised,
both service and civilian, provided for
the public a marvellous array of
aircraft and associated equipment
spanning the whole breadth of aviation
literally the world over. Obviously,
1987 will be remembered for the
triumph and tragedy affecting the
historic aircraft movement, with the
bright dawn of the Blenheim's return to
the skies suddenly eclipsed by its
destruction. Hope springs eternal in the
breast of Graham Warner and his
colleagues which will, we hope, be
matched by the financial support
needed to resurrect a sister ship in the
near future. One of the finest memories
for me in 1987 is undoubtedly the
privilege of seeing Graham Warner's
Blenheim in its element at Biggin Hill in
May.

The 25th Anniversary Air Fair prob-
ably had the most comprehensive and
entertaining flying display of the year.
British summer-time may still have got
8
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it in for Jock Maitland and his team but
it cannot prevent the Air Fair from
being a success. However, I would like
to see a bigger and more comprehensive
static aircraft display, with special
emphasis on general aviation, as used
to be the pattern of past Air Fairs. The
ground exhibitions are excellent, on the
other hand, the Marlboro Pitts Stop was
an innovation which was clearly popu-
lar with the public.

I find it ironic that the two best
airshows of any year come so close
together at the beglnnmg of the season,
the other being the all Air Fete
of course. and his
colleagues F con31stently
score high marks for organising one of
the biggest and the best displays put
together by a single air arm and this
year was arguably the best of the ten
Air Fetes held at Mildenhall to date.
What I like best about Mildenhall is
that it is just the right size for a big
two-day show, with plenty to see yet
with plenty of time to do it in. The
theme element is now an established
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factor which guarantees a fascinating
line-up of different aircraft each year.
Air Fete 87 was for me the best display
of the year; the one suggestion for
improvement I would ask for would be
a better distribution of the PA system
so that the commentary can be clearly
heard wherever you are on the base.
Obviously what helps both Mildenhall
and Biggin Hill to maintain such
consistently high standards of enter-
tainment is the employment of the two
best airshgwu {tors in the

overlook to their detrlment :

It sounds churlish to complain about
the biggest international military air
display in the world but biggest
definitely does not mean best in my
view. The IAT at Fairford was
extremely well-organised and con-
tained many fascinating aircraft rarely
seen in public in this country, but the
sheer size of this airshow is, I feel,
self-defeating. No matter how much of
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Alconbury also had its own Air
Tattoo comprising a very imaginative
array of overseas fast jets. The stun-
ning aerobatic capabilities of the
Mirage 2000B and the soaring rocket
climb up to 30,000ft, firing flares all the
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Finally, I attended three of the
BAe/Rolls-Royce events in the South of
England. The best was Hatfield, which
was a complete Open Day although the
timing of the flying display (between
11.15am and 1pm) seemed rather odd
and inconvenient. Nonetheless it did
make time for leisurely examination of *
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